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" Keep it where it will be readily available for refer-
ence/' Dr. Priestley replied. " We may, of course,
hear nothing more of the matter. But Venner's dis-
appearance has, for me, certain features of interest.
You will see from my notes that I have attempted a
classification of cases of disappearance. And I shall be
gratified to learn into which of these four classes this
case falls."
" Two have already been suggested, sir," Merefield
remarked.
" That by no means excludes the other two," replied
Dr. Priestley, rubbing his hands together softly.
Faversham had got into the habit of dropping in
fairly frequently to see Dr. Priestley, who always
seemed glad to see him, however busy he might be.
Apart from their friendship, the two had a strong mutual
esteem for one another. They were not likely to agree
upon any controversial scientific theory, but both
thoroughly enjoyed the argument that ensued.
The truth was, as Faversham himself explained, that
he was at a loose end. " I'm bored stiff, living in
London by myself like this," he said on one occasion.
'* It wouldn't be so bad if I had Mary and the children
with me, but that little place of mine in Margaret Street
simply isn't big enough. And, to be quite frank with
you, I can't afford anything else just now. As I told
you the other night, that confounded Carne Trust busi-
ness has hit me pretty hard. That's why I packed them
off, and came to live up here."
" You are welcome to come here whenever you can
spare the time," Dr. Priestley replied warmly. '* Have
you given up all idea of living in the country again?"
" I don't realiy know where I stand, yet. If it can
possibly be managed, I shall go back to live at Mark-
heys. I'm devoted to the place, and it hurts like hell to
be away from it. And, besides, I've spent a lot of